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With all the bad news from around 
the world, one natural disaster after 
another, don’t you worry about how 

to be prepared for an emergency? Well, civic 
leaders are worried, and HVNA, along with 
Supervisor Mirkarimi and the mayor’s office, 
will present information about how to be 
prepared for a crisis at our November meeting.

Speaking of being prepared, CalTrans and the 
City spent years planning and constructing 
the new freeway off-ramp and Octavia Blvd. 
The Central Freeway Citizens Advisory 
Committee has requested feedback from the 
neighborhood as well as from those traveling 
through it. At the November meeting they will 
update us on issues and proposed solutions. 
We will also vote on whether to support the 
repeal of the tow-away zone on Oak Street.

President�s Column
By Paul Olsen

A Sense of Community.

This has been a difficult month for me. 
On top of the usual craziness, I have 

been dealing with some difficult issues as a 
caregiver and family member. It has sapped my 
time and my energy, and the outcome wasn’t 
preventable. What has made the situation 
more bearable has been the outpouring 
of support from friends and neighbors.

Decisions have been postponed, meetings 
restructured, burdens shared as a result of 
neighbors coming together in time of need. 
Sidewalks swept, mail picked up, plants 
watered. Not big things, but unattainable 
under the circumstances were it not for 
caring members of the community. Little 
things can seem insurmountable when they 
all pile up at difficult times. Having those 

With all of the discussions about the UC 
Extension development, it is important that 
everyone be aware of the plan of action 
regarding the latest proposal. There will  
be a brief presentation of our strategy at  
the meeting.

Last, but certainly not least, please bring 
a dish to the meeting to share with your 
neighbors. A portion of the meeting will be 
set aside for a potluck holiday celebration! 
Let’s kick off the season by celebrating 
together the wonderful sense of community 
we share. HVNA will provide honey baked 
ham. Do you have a favorite dish you’d like 
to share? If so, bring it. If not, bring yourself 
and share a good time with your neighbors.

November Meeting
Prepare Streets, Food, or Prepare for Emergencies?
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Continued on Page 2

Neighborhood kids making smores in Koshland Park 
on Halloween, one of the “Fostering a Safe and Caring 
Holiday Season” events.  See page 2 for more details.
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The Hayes Valley Community Partners 
has already begun its 4th annual 

“Fostering a Safe and Caring Holiday 
Season.” Hayes Valley Community Partners,  
of which HVNA is a partner, is a collaboration 
of volunteers, community organizations, 
housing developments, police, the local 
business community, and city agencies.

Hayes Valley Community Partners 
use this event and its other activities 
throughout the year as building blocks 
that increase community involvement, 
expand leadership skills and bridge the 
intergenerational gap between youth and 
seniors. The lineup of events for this season 
began on Halloween and will continue 
throughout the month of December.

�Fostering a Safe and Caring 
Holiday Season 2005�
Written by Richard Johnson

We kicked off our 2005 season with Halloween 
activities in our local neighborhood parks. 
This was our first year to create spaces where 
children, adults and families could come 
together to celebrate a safe and fun Halloween. 
The week before Halloween we hosted our 2nd 
Annual Halloween Poster Contest. All poster 
entries, including the winners, were on display 
at Gail & Jim’s home located at 700 Hayes.

Thanksgiving Dinner & Talent Show 
in November
The next planned event is the 2nd Annual 

“Giving Voice to the Season” Thanksgiving 
Dinner and talent show on Saturday 
November 19th, 2005. This year we have 
extended an invitation to other local faith-
based groups to join us as we continue to 
build on the partnership formed last year 
with the Valley Christian Fellowship. Come 
join us as we gather as a community to enjoy 
food, conversation, and entertainment.

December will be full of activities for the 
community to enjoy. Plans for the month 
include the following activities: 15th Annual 
Hayes Valley Merchants Block Party, wreath/
card making workshop, food and toy giveaway, 
and community luncheon for youth, adults, 
and seniors. Please refer to the back page 
calendar for all the dates and details of events. 

Cash donations and volunteers are 
urgently needed. Please contact Richard 
Johnson at either 415-252-9644 or via 
email at safety@hayesvalleysf.org to obtain 
information on how you can make a tax-
deductible donation and or volunteer.

F E A T U R E S

things done, many unexpectedly, makes 
a far larger impact at times like these.

I owe a large debt of gratitude to the HVNA 
Board members and several of my other 
neighbors for helping me through this. I 
also owe them for the reminder of what a 
difference a sense of community can make.

At our October meeting, that sense of 
community was demonstrated in a different 
way. After many meetings with neighbors, 
committee members and the Planning Dept, 
Age Song Senior Communities asked for, and 
received, the endorsement of the membership 
for its proposed third senior care facility at 
Hayes and Laguna. Much of the discussion 
centered around what good neighbors Age 
Song/Hayes Valley Care have been in the ten 
years they’ve been in the neighborhood, and as 
they have gone through the process of building 
their second facility and planning their third.

Also at that meeting, the developers of the 
UC Extension site gave a lengthy presentation 
of their revised proposal, citing the feedback 
received from the neighborhood at the series 
of meetings sponsored by the Transportation 
and Planning committee for several of the 
changes. After the presentation there was 
lengthy and lively feedback from a community 
that cares not only about the present, but 
also the future. My take on the feedback was 
that while the project is seen as better than 
that first presented to the community, there 
are grave concerns remaining that UC and 
the developers must take into account if 
they expect community support. We will be 
following up on this and keeping everyone 
advised on our plans and timeline for action.

In closing, thank you all for being part of a 
caring community. Whether your actions 
help an immediate neighbor, someone 
down the block, or even someone who 
may not move to this area for some time, 
they are appreciated and necessary for 
this neighborhood to be at its best.

In case I don’t have the chance to do so in 
person, let me wish you happy holidays now.

To advertise in the HVNA newsletter or sub-
mit ideas, articles and comments, please email 
voice@hayesvalleysf.org
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Come along for the Christmas Block Party. 
Shopping, Food, entertainment, silent auctions, 
and photos with Santa. 

If you want to help or need more info contact 
Lorn of Propeller at lorn@propeller-sf.com

15th Annual Hayes Valley Merchants Block Party

400, 500 & 600 blocks of Hayes Street 
& side streets 
December 2, Friday 6�9pm

Lola Miller Henline all dressed up for Halloween  
in Koshland Park




