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If you were near John Muir School on 
the afternoon of Sunday, February 26th, 
it is likely that you saw a parade of 

neighbors and friends into the auditorium, 
and heard cheering and clapping throughout 
the afternoon. The event: “Gathering Our 
Youth Through Positive Beginnings”, the 3rd 
annual Black History Celebration sponsored 

by SF Western Addition Drill Team/Drum 
Corps and Hayes Valley Community 
Partners. This event has grown from its 
beginnings in the Community room at 
Hayes Valley South to filling the auditorium 
at John Muir with close to 200 people!

Ms Ruby Johnson, Director of SF Western 
Addition Drill Team/Drum Corps worked 
for months planning the event, with help 
from other agencies participating in Hayes 
Valley Community Partners (including 
HVNA). Particular thanks go to Ms Wheaton, 

President’s Column
By Paul Olsen

Thank you for your confidence in the 
workings of Hayes Valley Neighborhood 

Association. The slate of Board members 
selected by our Nominating committee was 
unanimously approved by the membership 
at our February meeting. There is more 
information about the new Board elsewhere 
in the Voice. Please read each of the articles 
in the Voice to get info on happenings in 
the ‘hood. These include the Black History 
Month event, the proposed development at 
1844 Market, community events, and more.

I have now served on the Board for 4 years, 
this last as President. In that time I have 
gotten to know more and more of the 
people who make up this very dynamic and 
diverse neighborhood. I have also gotten 
to know many of the people outside of the 
neighborhood who affect our lives, such as 
elected officials, the hard-working folks at 
many City agencies, civic groups, and others. 
While we don’t always agree on everything, 
there is one thing that I hear consistently: 
HVNA is a very effective voice for the 
neighborhood. This is due to the hard work 
of many people. I appreciate the wonderful 
people who have served on our Board and 
our committees, and urge everyone to become 
as involved as possible in the workings of the 
organization as we move further into the year.

I look forward to seeing you around the ’hood! 

John Muir Principal, and Dei Ashcraft, 
Director of Western Addition Beacon Center, 
headquartered at the school, for arranging 
the space. Dozens of our youth, neighbors 
and friends were able to participate in a 
program that focused on the youth, and 
showed respect for some of the many 
positive role models in the community.

Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi presented a 
Commendation to Alvilla Campbell, a beloved 
neighbor in Friendship Village. This was 
followed by a community presentation to Ms 
Campbell as thanks for her good example 
to youth and to all of us in living a good life 
everyday. Her words were inspirational to all. 
Skits included Queen of Sheba, Rosa Parks (on 
the 24 Divisadero!), March on Washington, 
and Harriet Tubman. There are community 
speakers such as Charles Spencer, and 
performers such as Lady Gwen and Sis Cheryl 
from Hayes Valley Christian Fellowship.

Cecelia Sheppard and Clara McDaniel acted 
as emcees throughout the event, with a 
theme that ran all afternoon “What Would 
The World Be Like Without Black People?” 

Black History Event
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One portion of the Queen of Sheba skit shows the 
Queen (portrayed by Asha Hannah) and her court. 
This popular part of the Black History Month program 
included a procession through the auditorium, 
presentation of gifts to the queen and a narration 
of the importance of the Queen of Sheba to many 
cultures in ancient times.
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