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Koshland Park Community Party

e will be celebrating our

neighborhood and getting together

for a community party from 1-3pm
on Saturday, May 13th (the day before
Mother’s Day). This will be a great chance to
spend time with other people from our
wonderful community after our regular

Youth inthe park measuring the sense of community.

workday in Koshland Park. The workday
starts in the morning, followed by a BBQ,
Bake Sale, and Youth Performances by John
Muir Elementary School, Western Addition
Drill Team, Beacon Center and International
High School! There will also be a crafts’ table

for the youth focused on Mother’s Day Arts
and Crafts projects.

Do you know what you are doing this sum-
mer? Do you know of opportunities for the
youth of the community this summer? There
will be a District 5 Summer Resource Fair at
the event, with information geared to the
youth of our area. Please see the insert in this
issue of the Voice for a listing of programs, and
come to the Community Party for more details.

This community event is sponsored by the
many partners of Hayes Valley Community
Partners, including HVNA, Supervisor
Mirkarimi’s Office, Mayor’s Office of Neighbor-
hood Services, Western Addition Drill Team,
Beacon Center, The Safety Network Program,
John Muir School, Nancy Boy, and Hayes Val-
ley Neighborhood Parks Group. The District 5
Summer Resource flyer was generously funded
in part by the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Jus-
tice, and the Community Party was generously
funded by the Western Addition Beacon Center.

Beautification: The Next Projects for the Green

By Jim Warshell

he Hayes Green has proven to be a great

place to host temporary art projects. Our
experience with The Temple was terrific and
we are all looking forward to what will be next.
Two HVNA members met with the San
Francisco Arts Commission to review the sub-
missions for future projects. With nineteen
entries reviewed, there were two unanimous
favorites. We hope to be able to have both these
projects installed, one on the Green and one on
Parcel L adjacent to the Green. Jill Minton
from the SF Arts Commission will present the
projects at our next meeting and we hope you
are as enthusiastic about them as we were.

One project is a triumphal arch made of an
aluminum frame and hung with fabric squares
similar to Tibetan prayer flags. We hope that
this project, emphasizing the “gateway for the
dreams and visions of the people in the com-

munity” concept will inspire our neighbors and
visitors alike. It is a work by Sayed Alavi, a very
creative and talented artist with a great history
of doing exciting projects in SF, including one at
SF MOMAs garage and several in Emeryville.

The other project draws on local architecture
and history in creating a very fun and interactive
project on Parcel L. This project from Wowhaus
is called “A Historic Miniature Golf Extrava-
ganza” and it features a clubhouse based on a
very overlooked landmark in the neighborhood.
It will be very interactive, including wiffle-ball
golfing. We think it will be exciting, engage our
adult and younger community and draw on the
history of our community (yes, we had an
amusement part here in our early history)!

Join us at the May general meeting to learn
about these projects and provide your input.

President’s Column
By Paul Olsen
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t has been incredibly busy since our last

newsletter, and there is more to come. Please
read each of the articles in the Voice to get info
on happenings in the ‘hood. These include the
Community Party at Koshland Park, an update
on the Market/Octavia plan, Public Safety con-
cerns, community events, and much more.

There are so many positive happenings in our
area, and so many dedicated people who are
involved in the work that goes on to make this
a wonderful community. It has been very grati-
fying to hear people around City Hall talk of
our good reputation, to see members of our
community receive awards for their efforts, to
see our youth become involved in the many
positive aspects of urban living. Many of us
have felt we have been making positive head-
way in Hayes Valley and the Western Addition.
Our collaborative efforts through Hayes Valley
Community Partners have brought us closer
together with other organizations in the area,
and we have much in common. Those com-
monalties include hard working dedicated
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A little local history was revealed during recent
renovations of the Cafe Grillades on Hayes Green
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people and an emphasis on the youth in our
community. It has been very rewarding to meet
and work with such positive people in our area.

Sadly, several of the meetings of late have
focused on the tragic loss of life we've seen in
the area recently, and of the effect this has on
our youth. Too many young people have been
exposed to senseless violence of the worst kind.
Throughout the community, people continue
to emphasize the need for effective community
policing and expanded social justice programs.
We must work together to provide positive
alternatives to our youth, as well as ensure
safety to our neighbors and support of enforce-
ment efforts so that people know that crime is
not acceptable in our community. Much of our
May meeting will focus on Public Safety. Please
come and be an active part of this discussion.

Many people and organizations, including
HVNA and other members of Hayes Valley
Community Partners, have been working for
months to compile an in-depth listing of sum-
mer programs geared toward the youth
throughout District 5. The idea is to make all
of us aware of the great variety of choices we
can make in how to spend time this summer.
Included in this month's Voice is a flyer listing
those programs. Please take the time to read it,
and see what might appeal to the youth in
your household.

With some of the warm weather we've finally
been having, people’s thoughts turn to refresh-
ment. Several people have noted lately that we
now have our own purveyor of one of San
Francisco's favorite treats. Mitchell's Ice Cream
is now available at Apollo Café, Fell Street at
Laguna. When you're out in the ‘hood, maybe
you'll see me enjoying some!

Market & Octavia
Better Neighborhoods Plan

By Jason Henderson

he Hayes Valley Neighborhood

Association has worked tirelessly for 6

years to see the Market & Octavia Plan
become reality, and it looks like things are
coming together. The Planning Department is
finalizing the plan and it should be adopted by
the end of the summer. When this plan is
adopted, there will be much greater clarity
regarding how development occurs in our
neighborhood, and there will be strong protec-
tions for our neighborhood and quality of life.
When this plan passes, our vision of an ecolog-
ically sustainable and socially just community
will be institutionalized and we will be much
better equipped to deal with the myriad devel-
opment and transportation issues facing us.
The success of this plan is also a bellwether for
the planning process in San Francisco, and its
success will affect the entire city.

Upcoming Meeting

On Tuesday May 23rd the San Francisco
Planning Department will hold a community
meeting on the Market & Octavia Plan. This
“pre-adoption workshop” will include a presen-
tation of revisions to the plan in response to
public input from the community meeting held
last year. The revisions and updates will also
include planning department responses to the
public comments on the Draft Environmental
Impact Report (DEIR). Keep in mind that the
Market & Octavia Plan is a separate document
from the DEIR, and that the DEIR essentially
informs the overall plan by discussing possible
environmental impacts (all plans need an EIR).

The first part of the workshop will be a brief
presentation (30 minutes) on the recommend-
ed changes and updates to the plan. Anticipat-
ed revisions and updates to the plan include a
proposed new historic preservation section,
modifications to parking proposals tiered on
the outcome of the downtown C-3 parking
reforms, height, affordable housing, and public
benefits like streetscapes. The revisions will be
available for public review one week before the
meeting, posted to the Market & Octavia Bet-
ter Neighborhoods Plan website at: http://mar-
ketoctavia.betterneighborhoods.org

After the presentation, there will be opportuni-
ty for questions, and then community mem-
bers will break-out into smaller groups to
enable one-on-one dialogue with planning
staff. This will allow a more thorough vetting
of questions and concerns. Finally, the commu-
nity will reconvene and hold a dialogue as a
whole. Planning staff will also discuss the
adoption process. Planning staff insist that this
is a neighbors' forum and are seeking your
input, so please make an effort to attend, and
please review the revisions before the meeting.

What next?

Within a week of the May 23rd meeting, the
Planning Department will publish a “Response
to Comments on the Draft Environmental
Impact Report (DEIR) for the Market &
Octavia Better Neighborhoods Plan.” This is
expected to be a thick document reflecting the
large amount of public input received last sum-
mer when the DEIR was released. There will be
a number of procedural steps, including public
notification. It is anticipated that the earliest
the DEIR and Market & Octavia Plan will go
before the Planning Commission is late June -
no earlier than June 22nd due to legally
required procedural steps. The Planning
Commission will then deliberate separately on
the two documents - the DEIR and the actual
Market & Octavia Plan. The Planning
Commission must first certify the DEIR before
moving to adopt the final Market & Octavia
Plan, incorporating it into the General Plan
and Zoning Code. Expect this to occur in late
June or July.

Please join us in expediting this plan by getting
involved in the upcoming community forum.

W : Tuesday, May 23rd: 6:30-8:30.

A 20-minute orientation will also be
provided for anyone not familiar with the
Market-Octavia Plan (from 6pm-6:20)

W : Baha'i Center, 170 Valencia Street
(near Duboce).

Preview the revisions & updates at:
http://marketoctavia.betterneighborhoods.org
(available one week before the community forum)
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Bilingual Program Moves to Rosa Parks

By Glynis Nakahara

ome August, Rosa Parks Elementary

School will open its doors as the newly
merged home of two outstanding educational
programs: Rosa Parks General Education pro-
gram and the Japanese Bilingual Bicultural
Program (JBBP).

Since the Board of Education’s decision in
January to relocate the Sunset-District JBBP to
the Western Addition, leaders of both schools
have been working collaboratively to bring
their communities together and build the
foundations of an unprecedented union. While
details of the merger are still being refined, the
defining model will be a Rosa Parks general
education program together with JBBP’s exist-
ing community-based, language acquisition
program — not unlike the educational con-
struct at notable District schools including
Claire Lilienthal, West Portal, and Alvarado.

“We are committed to building a single, cohe-
sive school community with JBBP and are
excited by our merger prospects,” said Rosa
Parks Principal Margo Fontes.

Despite its promising future, the JBBP program
at Rosa Parks is currently bearing the hardship
of lost enrollment due to its relocation and is
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actively recruiting students entering grades K
through 5. “We welcome interested families to
contact us for information about our program
and to schedule a tour,” said Esther Honda,
JBBP Site Council Chair. “One of the most
unique things about JBBP is that no prior
experience with Japanese language is required
for entering students. For more information
about JBBP and Rosa Parks Elementary School
call 415. 242. 2684 or visit www.jbbpwest.org.

Planting seeds for the coming school year - families
of the newly merged Rosa Parks Elementary School
and JBBP gathered for a day of campus gardening in
March. JBBP is currently accepting students in grades
K through 5 for the 2006—2007 academic year.

What Goes Around Comes Around

By Richard Johnson

0 Hayes Valley Community Partners (HVCP),
in which Hayes Valley Neighborhood
Association is an active partner, takes pride in
fostering a safe and caring community. Our
goal is to provide positive activities and events
that bring our community together and cele-
brate our diversity.

As many of you know, holidays often bring out
the best in all of us. This was recently demon-
strated by Lorraine Gash of Friendship Village.
Lorraine coordinated a donation from one non-
profit to another that brought us one step clos-
er to continuing our mission. Usually, we need
to take the initiative to reach out for donations
of this kind so it was refreshing to see such a
proactive approach to community building.

I initially met Lorraine through my work with
the Northern Police Community Relations

Forum. Through our prior work together, she
knew that HVCP worked with youth and fami-
lies of the Hayes Valley/Western Addition
neighborhoods. So, when she was approached
by David Joy of Thanksgiving Once A Month
with the possibility of a donation during Easter
season, she immediately thought of HVCP.
Call it Karma, or just being in the right place at
the right time, but we readily accepted the offer.

Finding recipients for the Easter baskets was
easy. The Easter baskets were given to youth of
the Hayes Valley Playground and the Western
Addition Drum Corp and Drill Team. Sincere
thanks to David F. Joy and his non-profit
Thanksgiving Once A Month for donating
Easter Baskets to 50 youth. Thanks also to
Lorraine for bringing our community together
in such a positive way. You made a brighter
Easter for many youth and families in our
neighborhood!

Rec Connect
by Dei Ashcraft

Join us on May 20th at Ella Hill Hutch from
10-3 pm for the Recreation Connect event to
discuss resources at Hamilton Rec and Park.
CBO’s from District 5 will be available to sign
kids into summer programs, and there will
be a job fair for families in Northern District.
This is a collaborative effort with Supervisor
Ross Mirkarimi's Office and the CBO' in
district 5. It is going to be awesome!

Juneteenth Festival Notice
by Wade Woods

The 2006 San Francisco Juneteenth Festival
will be held on June 17th & 18th on Fillmore St.
between Geary and Fulton Street. There will be
3 stages of entertainment along with hundreds
of Vendor booths with everything from exotic
food, art & crafts, health fair, environmental
fair to community information booths. The
festival will be from 11 am to 7 pm both

days. Individuals and organizations interested
vendor booths should contact the Juneteenth
Office at (415) 977-0632 or visit the web site at
sfjuneteenth.org

Film Info
by Ave Montague

3 Venues 6 Days 60 Films

8th Annual San Francisco Black Film Festival
June 6 11, 2006

Showcasing a diverse collection of African and
African American films - from emerging and
established filmmakers.

Special guest: Ernie Hudson (Ghostbusters, OZ)
For ticket information and a schedule logon to
www.sfbff.org or call 415.771.9271

Urban Kidz Film Festival
June 3, 2006

A one-day fantasy day camp for young urban
cinemaphiles featuring films specially designed
for kidz 3-12.

African American Art and Culture

762 Fulton Street, San Francisco, CA

For a ticket information and a schedule logon
to www.ukff.org or call 415.771.9271

The Hayes Valley Voice May Jun 2006 3






