WHAT:  
SERIES OF SIX COMMUNITY MEETINGS TO DISCUSS OPTIONS FOR THE FORMER U.C. BERKELEY EXTENSION CAMPUS

SPONSORED BY: 
HVNA’S TRANSPORTATION & PLANNING COMMITTEE

WHERE: 

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH FELLOWSHIP HALL, #7OCTAVIA STREET (AT WALLER)

WHEN:   

 7:00 TO 9:00 PM

              


  MONDAY, APRIL 25              MONDAY, JUNE 6

              


  MONDAY, MAY 9
     MONDAY, JUNE 20

               

                    MONDAY, MAY 23                 THURSDAY, JULY 7

PURPOSE:

TO PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE COMMUNITY TO FULLY DISCUSS ALL

 



AVAILABLE OPTIONS FOR THE USE OF THE FORMER U.C. BERKELEY EXTENSION   

                                                     CAMPUS WITH THE GOAL OF PRIORITIZING THE TYPE OF ZONING 

                                                     PREFERRED FOR THE SITE AS WELL AS THE PREFERRED PROGRAM ELEMENTS.

Over the past year our community has attended a number of meetings sponsored by A.F. Evans and Mercy Housing California who are proposing to redevelop the former University of California, Laguna Extension campus to provide rental housing along with a variety of other mixed uses.  We are not aware of any community member who currently supports the Evans/Mercy proposal, and the reasons for the community’s objections to the proposal are so wide-ranging and divergent that our organization’s leadership has no clear direction in which to proceed.

In an attempt to clarify the choices available for this site and try to reach some consensus as to the community’s priorities, HVNA has planned a series of six community meetings.  Each meeting will be focused on a different subject and will include guest speakers who have the expertise to provide accurate information and answer questions.   These meetings will be designed to provide the community with as much time as possible to ask questions and participate in a full discussion.  The community will be encouraged to express all points of view.

One point of view that has become more popular over the last year is the idea that the campus should remain physically as it is today, that the zoning should remain “public,” and that the campus continue to be used for a public educational purpose. This group would like to know if this option is feasible for U.C.  On the other hand, other community members would like to see the zoning changed to “mixed-use” which would allow private rental housing and other uses to be included on the site.  If the zoning is changed to “mixed-use” final plans for the site would be required to receive approval from both the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors.  This change in zoning would insure that the public would have numerous opportunities to participate in the public process and also insure that the final plan would be required to conform to the criteria established in our Better Neighborhoods’ Market/Octavia Plan.

We need for residents to make a special effort to attend and participate in all six meetings, so when we come to the final meeting where we will be prioritizing our preferences for the use of the site, everyone will be prepared to make informed decisions.  As long as our community is divided on what we want this project to be, we will not have any ability to influence the final outcome.  Without some very significant community participation, people from outside our community, whose goals may be very different from ours, will be the final decision-makers.  These meetings are being created to give our community a great deal of influence in that final decision making.

The meeting schedule is as follows:

Monday, April 25:  Our guest will be Jeff Bond, Senior Planner with the University of California, Berkeley, and the U.C.representative who is responsible for this project.  Our organization requested to meet with a representative of the Board of Regents several months ago, so we are very pleased to have the opportunity to have that representative meet with us and answer questions regarding the University of California’s goals for the site. Mr. Bond  will give a presentation that may include answers to questions that have arisen since the proposed development was announced.  The community will have the opportunity to ask any additional questions they may have.  

John Billovits, Senior Planner with the San Francisco Planning Department, will also attend this meeting in case questions arise that he could be helpful in answering. 

Monday, May 9:  John Billovits will discuss various types of development options allowed under both “public” and “mixed-use” zoning. He will present the Planning Department’s development guidelines for the site, which would apply should the zoning be changed from “public” to “mixed-use.”

Monday, May 23:  We will discuss the historic preservation of the existing buildings on the site.  Likely guests will include representatives from the architectural firm, Page and Turnbull who drafted the historic resources study for the site; a representative from the Foundation for San Francisco’s Architectural Heritage; the Landmarks Board; and the Friends of 1800 Market Street.  We will also include a discussion regarding the existing trees we want to save.

Monday, June 6:  HVNA’s Transportation and Planning Committee will present a number of possible solutions for limiting auto congestion around the U.C. site while also decreasing the demand for on-street parking.  Guests will include representatives from the San Francisco County Transportation Authority; the Department of Parking and Traffic; a representative from the Planning Department with special knowledge about parking and transportation issues; representatives from City CarShare, Rescue Muni, Walk San Francisco, and a representative from the transportation planning firm of Nelson/Nygaard.  We look forward to receiving the community’s feedback on some very exciting and innovative suggestions that could make the neighborhood much more livable and safer for residents and pedestrians while also improving Muni service.

Monday, June 20:  Discussion of the community’s preferred “program” for the site, for both “public” and “mixed-use” zoning.  Discussions will include density and height of buildings as well as possible uses and development schemes for both “public” and “mixed-use” zoning.  Other elements that will be discussed are affordable housing, providing housing for a mix of income levels, open space, amount and location of retail, possible uses for the community space, and other public amenities.  We will have a representative from the Mayor’s Office of Housing describe the populations and income levels served by affordable housing, and will invite organizations (such as San Francisco’s teachers’ union or a coalition of arts organizations) who may be interested in subsidizing housing for their constituents.

Thursday, July 7:  Summary and discussion of issues from previous meetings followed by the community prioritizing the type of zoning and development they prefer for the site as well as the program elements they would like to see included.

Peter Cohen, from the non-profit organization, Urban Solutions, will facilitate the meetings.  We chose a facilitator from outside our organization and neighborhood to insure that the meetings are conducted fairly. In the event that there is a meeting you cannot attend, we will be posting each meeting’s minutes on our website, located at www.HayesValleySF.org.  Please spread the word and encourage your neighbors to also attend!

We hope these discussions will be fun for everyone.  This is an opportunity for us to do some brainstorming and develop ideas we can all get excited about.   Mark your calendars now!   We look forward to seeing you at the first meeting, on Monday, April 25. 

Yours truly,

Paul Olsen



Patricia Walkup

HVNA President


                Co-Chair, HVNA Transportation & Planning Committee

president@HayesValleySF.org
                 planning@HayesValleySF.org

