HAYES VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION DRAFT RESOLUTION

Elements supported for the uc berkeley extension site

Considered by the membership July 27, 2006

Whereas Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association bylaws state one of the purposes of the Association is “to preserve and reinforce the diversity, historic character, beauty and architecture of the Hayes Valley neighborhood,” and
Whereas UC Berkeley has entered into an exclusive agreement to develop the UC Berkeley Laguna Extension Campus, an almost 6 acre site located in our neighborhood which requires a change in zoning and a development plan approved by City Planning procedures; and

Whereas Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association’s Transportation and Planning Committee sponsored a series of community meetings “to give our community a voice in the planning process for the re-use of UC Extension’s former Laguna campus” as described in a letter to UC at the conclusion of those meetings; and

Whereas overwhelming community sentiment is that the removal of such a large site from public zoning must be at least partially offset by space dedicated to public uses including parks, programmed community space and educational uses; and

WHEREAS there are serious concerns about public policy implications of a state agency seeking to convert public use property for private development; and

WHEREAS the projected increased population in the neighborhood will lead to increased need for public space; and

Whereas a development of this site should provide goods and services to its occupants and neighbors through appropriate amounts of retail space; and
Whereas this development will be located in the Market-Octavia area, where households rely on public transportation, bicycling and walking as preferred transit choices and where 42% of residents do not own vehicles, and upwards of 50% of residents do not own vehicles in the immediate vicinity of 55 Laguna, making lower parking ratios, traffic calming measures and developer-sponsored Muni pass and Carshare membership practical, efficient, and equitable, and
Whereas UCSF’s dental school is proposed to stay on the site and is requesting 51 parking spaces for their separate entity, a volume far exceeding previous and current actual usage and which would cause increased expenses and increased need for space that could otherwise be used for public space or additional housing; therefore

Be it Resolved that Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association is supportive of a project at this site that 
1) preserves to the greatest extent possible public use zoning; that

2) retains and reuses the existing buildings, excepting the dental school, while preserving their historic character; that
3) contains a component offering both housing and services to LGBT seniors and friends and/or persons living with AIDS; that 
4) includes appropriate amounts of commercial/retail space; that 
5) dedicates a minimum of 25% of the site to accessible open space for public parks, gardens and programmed community activity, especially including interactive uses with seniors/youth and educational uses; that
6) includes conforming to parking requirements no greater than those outlined by right in the 2002 draft Market Octavia Plan, and that also includes traffic calming initiatives especially along Laguna and Haight Streets, developer-sponsored Muni/Carshare memberships and developer participation in a parking benefits district; that
7) complies with all other applicable policies and standards outlined in the 2002 draft Market Octavia Plan; and that 
8) calls for the removal of the UCSF dental school building from the site, to be replaced by public amenities preferred by the community and which removes the need for any amount of parking reserved for the UCSF dental school, thereby reducing traffic and parking impacts as well as construction costs; and

Be it Resolved that Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association work with whomever develops the site, the Planning Dept and elected representatives to improve the proposal for the UC campus to reflect community input, provide legal assurances in the implementation of any agreed upon plan and to re-integrate the site as a true portion of the neighborhood; and
BE IT RESOLVED that Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association supports a City-sponsored community planning process to reach consensus and achieve these objectives; and

Be it Further Resolved that copies of this resolution be sent to UC, the current development team, the Planning Dept and appropriate agencies and officials.
