HAYES VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORTING THE NOMINATION OF THE BUILDINGS ON THE UC EXTENSION LAGUNA CAMPUS TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Considered by the membership July 27, 2006

WHEREAS 

the bylaws of the Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association (HVNA) state in Article III, Section IV that one of the specific purposes of the association is "to preserve and reinforce the diversity, historic character, beauty and architecture of the Hayes Valley neighborhood;" and

WHEREAS 

the Historic Resources Study Prepared by Page & Turnbull, Inc. and published in May 2004 states that the University of California Berkeley Laguna Extension Campus in San Francisco is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places; and

WHEREAS 

in Spring and Summer of 2005 the Transportation and Planning Committee of the HVNA sponsored six community meetings to "give our community a voice in the planning process for the re-use of UC Extension’s former Laguna campus" as described in a letter to Jeff Bond, Senior Planner, University of California, Berkeley dated July 25th 2005; and

WHEREAS 

the same letter dated July 25th 2005 stated that after the six meetings the community's conclusion was that "Historic preservation of existing buildings was an overwhelming winner in the urban design category, with 'preserving all buildings for re-use' receiving the most support;” and

WHEREAS 

The U.C. Extension site contains a series of significant interior spaces in the four contributory buildings identified on the site, including, but not limited to the barrel vaulted ceilings and the adjacent Auditorium space located in Richardson Hall, the intact Gymnasium in Middle Hall, the lobby and the corridors of Woods Hall and Woods Hall Annex, and typical classroom spaces, located throughout the complex; and

 

WHEREAS 

the U.C. Extension site at 55 Laguna Street contains a number of significant Works Progress Administration (WPA) frescos and murals by such artists as Ruben Kadish, Hebe Daum, Jack Moxom, John Emmet Garrity located within the interiors of the contributory buildings as well as the Maxine Albro marble mosaic over the Haight and Buchanan entrance to Woods Hall (now covered over) and other potential works of art which need to be documented; and

WHEREAS 

the Friends of 1800, a group dedicated to the preservation of significant historic resources in the City and County of San Francisco, has hired Lerner + Associates Architects to prepare an application to nominate the University of California Berkeley Laguna Extension Campus for listing on the National Register of Historic Places; and

WHEREAS 

the Friends of 1800 has raised over 80%f the approximately $14,000 needed to complete the National Register nomination;

BE IT RESOLVED 

that the Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association is in favor of retaining and reusing the existing buildings while preserving their historic character; and

BE IT RESOLVED

that the Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association is in favor of having the buildings at the University of California Berkeley Laguna Extension Campus in San Francisco (bounded by Haight, Laguna, Hermann, and Buchanan Streets; and excluding the dental clinic) listed on the National Register of Historic Places; and

BE IT RESOLVED

that the Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association is in favor of preserving architecturally, artistically, and/or historically significant interior spaces in the four contributory buildings identified on the site, including, but not limited to the barrel vaulted hallway ceilings and the adjacent Auditorium space located in Richardson Hall; the intact Gymnasium in Middle Hall; and the lobby and the corridors of Woods Hall and Woods Hall Annex; and

BE IT RESOLVED

that the Hayes Valley Neighborhood Association is in favor of preserving spaces that have existing frescos, murals and/or other artwork whether currently documented or not, including but not limited to Works Progress Administration (WPA) frescos and murals by artists Ruben Kadish, Hebe Daum, Jack Moxom, John Emmet Garrity located within the interiors of the contributory buildings as well as the Maxine Albro marble mosaic over the Haight and Buchanan entrance to Woods Hall (now covered over) and other potential works of art which need to be documented; and

Be it Further Resolved

that copies of this resolution be sent to UC, the current development team, the Planning Dept and appropriate agencies and officials.

